
It’s time to embrace the new year and start on those home improve-
ment projects you have been putting off. Here are five great projects 
that will make your home shine bright into the new year.

CLEAR OUT CLUTTER. “Curbing clutter” is an important part of main-
taining your house. Carve out some time this month to go through your 
entire home and be relentless about what you keep, what you trash 
and what you sell or donate. Streamlining your possessions makes it far 
easier to maintain every part of your home — with less stuff crowding 
your home’s rooms, you’ll be better able to identify other tasks that 
need to be handled, like chipped paint or excessive dust. 

MAKE YOUR HOME MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT. If your winter utility 
bills are out of control, make your home more energy efficient this 
year. There are countless ways to accomplish this, from installing better 
windows to switching your light bulbs to compact fluorescent bulbs. 
You could also challenge yourself to use less water, watch fewer hours 
of television or add more insulation to your attic. Regardless of your 
motivation level or budget, increasing a home’s green factor is some-
thing any homeowner can do. 

COMPLETE THAT KITCHEN OR BATHROOM REMODEL. Have you 
been putting off remodeling outdated parts of your home? Use your 
New Year’s motivation to check bigger projects off of your list. Your 
motivation is likely to fade as the year progresses, so don’t make the 
mistake of saying, “I’ll get to it later.”

SWITCH OUT YOUR WALL OUTLETS WITH USB OUTLETS. How 
many mobile devices does your family have? Phones, tablets and other 
devices can all be charged via USB ports, and you can switch out your 
standard outlets to make charging around the house easier. USB port 
outlets are inexpensive and easy to install, making this tech update one 
easy resolution to fulfill. 

Five Happy Home Improvement
New Year’s Resolutions

Ingredients
• 1/3 cp Lemon Juice
• 1/3 cp Chopped Fresh Dill
• 2 tsp Dijon Mustard
• 1/4 tsp Salt
• 1 pnch Freshly Ground Pepper to taste
• 1/3 cp Extra Virgin Olive Oil
• 1 med Red Bell Pepper seeded and diced
• 1 cp Seedless Cucumber diced
• 1/2 cp Finely Chopped Red Onion
• 2 can Lentils rinsed, or 3 cups cooked  
 brown or green lentils
• 2 can Salmon drained and flaked, 
 or 1 1/2 cups flaked cooked salmon

Instructions
Whisk lemon juice, dill, mustard, salt and pepper 
in a large bowl. Gradually whisk in oil. Add bell 
pepper, cucumber, onion, lentils and salmon; toss 
to coat.

To cook lentils
Place in a saucepan, cover with water and bring 
to a boil. Reduce heat to a simmer and cook until 
just tender, about 20 minutes for green lentils and 
30 minutes for brown. Drain and rinse under cold 
water.

Recipe courtesy of pricechopper.com
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